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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Australasian College of Cosmetic Surgery and Medicine (ACCSM) is committed 

to promoting the highest standards of patient safety, clinical excellence, cultural 

safety, and ethical practice in cosmetic surgery. 

 

Admission to Fellowship of the ACCSM Surgical Faculty recognises practitioners 

who have successfully completed the College’s cosmetic surgery training 

program, demonstrated professional integrity, and met all regulatory and College 

requirements.  

 

All Fellows are expected to uphold the technical, ethical, and professional 

standards of: 

• The ACCSM, 

• The Medical Board of Australia (MBA), and 

• The Medical Council of New Zealand (MCNZ). 

 

2. PURPOSE 

This policy defines the principles, eligibility criteria, processes, and governance 

arrangements for admission to Fellowship (Surgical Faculty) of the ACCSM. It 

ensures a transparent, fair, and robust system that: 

• Protects patients and the public, 

• Maintains the reputation and integrity of the College, and 

• Supports compliance with MBA standards and relevant regulatory 

requirements. 

      

3. SCOPE 

This policy applies to: 

• All applicants for surgical Fellowship of the ACCSM. 

• The Dean of Surgery (responsible for initial assessment and 

recommendation)  

• The ACCSM Censor in Chief (responsible for final approval)  

• The ACCSM Board of Censors and ACCSM Council (oversight and 

ratification). 
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4. REQUIREMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP 

 

4.1   GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  

All applicants for ACCSM Fellowship must: 

a) Hold current, unrestricted registration as a medical practitioner with AHPRA. 

b) Have no current or recent (within 10 years) indictable convictions, 

professional misconduct findings, or sanctions that may compromise patient 

safety or bring the College into disrepute. 

c) Provide only complete, true, and verifiable information in their application. 

d) Disclose any past or current bankruptcy, insolvency, or regulatory/legal 

matters (including those involving dishonesty). 

e) Demonstrate recency of practice in accordance with the MBA’s Recency of 

Practice Registration Standard. 

f) Be compliant with all ACCSM codes, policies, and professional standards. 

g) Pay all applicable fees.  

The ACCSM reserves the right to request further information and to withhold or 

defer admission to Fellowship where reputational, professional, or patient safety 

concerns exist. 

 

4.2 FACULTY OF SURGERY REQUIREMENTS 

Applicants must have successfully completed all components of the ACCSM 

Cosmetic Surgery Training Program, including: 

• Clinical, research and operative training requirements, 

• Workplace-based assessments and logbook reviews, 

• Written and oral examinations, 

• Preceptor evaluations, and 

• Demonstrated competence across all Key Learning Areas and domains. 

  

5. APPLICATION AND ADMISSION PROCESS 

 

5.1 APPLICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP 

Eligible applicants will be formally notified of their completion of the training 

program. Applications for Fellowship must be submitted on the approved form 

with supporting documentation and payment of fees. 
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       5.2 REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

 

1. Administrative Review: ACCSM administration verifies the completeness of 

the application. 

2. Dean Review: The Dean reviews the applicant’s file, portfolio, and results. 

3. Recommendation: If satisfied, the Dean recommends admission to the 

Censor-in-Chief. 

4. Final Approval: The Censor-in-Chief considers the recommendation and 

formally approves admission. 

5. Council Notification: Decisions are reported to the ACCSM Council for 

oversight at its next scheduled meeting. 

 

5.3   COMMUNICATION OF OUTCOMES 

Applicants will receive written notification of the outcome. Successful candidates 

will be advised of: 

• Date of admission, 

• Entitlement to use the post-nominal FACCSM (Surg), 

• Eligibility for Fellowship certificate, 

• Invitation to participate in the next conferral ceremony (usually at the annual 

Cosmetex conference). 

 

5.4   ENTRY INTO THE REGISTER OF FACULTIES 

Once approved, the name of the Fellow will be added to the relevant Faculty 

Register of the College and published. 

 

5.5   POST NOMINALS 

On admission to Fellowship, Fellows of the Faculty of Surgery are entitled to use 

the following post-nominals: FACCSM (Surg). 

 

5.6    ENDORSEMENT IN COSMETIC SURGERY 

Applicants who are admitted to Fellowship of the Faculty of Surgery (FACCSM 

(Surg)) may, subject to accreditation of the ACCSM Surgical Training Program by 

the Australian Medical Council (AMC), be eligible to apply for endorsement in 

cosmetic surgery. 
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Upon AMC accreditation, the FACCSM (Surg) will constitute an approved 

qualification for the purposes of the Medical Board of Australia’s Registration 

Standard – Endorsement of registration of registered medical practitioners for the 

approved area of cosmetic surgery. 

 

Applications for endorsement are assessed by the Medical Board of Australia in 

accordance with its registration standards and relevant policies, and in alignment 

with the ACCSM Endorsement in Cosmetic Surgery Policy. 

 

6. FEES 

Application fees for admission as a Fellow are published on the ACCSM website at 

www.accsm.org.au. All applicable fees must be paid before the admission to 

Fellowship application is assessed.  

 

Upon admission, Fellows are required to maintain annual membership 

subscriptions to retain Fellowship status. 

 

7. RECONSIDERATION, REVIEW AND APPEAL 

An applicant may seek reconsideration, review or appeal against any decisions or 

outcomes made in relation to their eligibility for admission to Fellowship under 

the ACCSM Reconsideration, Review and Appeals Policy. Requests must be 

submitted in writing, within the prescribed timeframe, and accompanied by any 

applicable fees. 

 

8. RELATED POLICIES  

• ACCSM Constitution 

• ACCSM By-Laws 

• Reconsideration, Review and Appeals Policy 

• Endorsement in Cosmetic Surgery Policy 

• Code of Conduct and Professional Standards 

 

 

 

http://www.accsm.org.au/
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9. CONTACTING ACCSM 

admin@accsm.org.au  

1800 804 781  

+61 2 9687 1500 (International)  
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